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Rev Yabaki (middle) with CCF Chair Ms Tessa
Mackenzie (right) and Director Aisake
Casimira, at the opening of CCF’s new office.

2009 was yet another
successful year in CCF’s 18
year history.
At the beginning of the
year, CCF was already
working in the socio-political
climate  of the aftermath of
the 5 December 2006
military coup. The situation
became more intense after
the abrogation of Fiji’s 1997
Constitution on April 10. CCF
played a prominent role as
the amicus curiae in the
Court of Appeal case of
Qarase v Bainimarama from
6-9 April 2009, which found
that the 2006 coup was
illegal, and thus triggered
the Interim Government to
abrogate the constitution. CCF participated in
this case to protect the constitution, however,
the judgment triggered the opposite result.
In the ensuing months, CCF had to obtain
permits to hold meetings and undertake normal
education workshop activity, as required by the
Interim Government after the introduction of
Public Emergency Regulations (PER) on April
10. The PER, through broad news censorship,
also affected CCF’s ability to get its message
across through the media.
Despite this political context, CCF managed to
complete scores of activities under its overall
programme titled ‘Strengthening Fiji’s Democ-
racy’. This programme comprises  three areas of
work classified under pillars:
Pillar 1: Good Governance, Citizenship and

Human Rights Education;
Pillar 2: Facilitating a Pathway to Sustainable
Democracy;
Pillar 3: Countering Racism and Promoting
Multiculturalism.
On a much more positive note, CCF experi-
enced sustained growth during 2009 both in
terms of core funding and an increase in staff
from 8 to 14. This growth enabled us to
progress and persevere with our work at the
grassroots, national and international levels. CCF
maintained strong contacts with its partners and
whenever possible, disseminated information
through the media. Likewise, through interna-
tional advocacy, CCF took the opportunity to
keep experts overseas and the Fiji diaspora
abreast of events in Fiji.

Rev Akuila YabakiRev Akuila YabakiRev Akuila YabakiRev Akuila YabakiRev Akuila Yabaki
Chief Executive OfficerChief Executive OfficerChief Executive OfficerChief Executive OfficerChief Executive Officer



Implementation of Activities under the
Three Pillars in 2009

PILLAR 1: Good Governance, Citizenship and Human Rights Education

1. Community Based Workshops
One day interactive workshops using modules
on Human Rights, Good Governance and
Citizenship, have been carried out by CCF’s
Community Education Team. The workshops
introduce participants to the concepts and
allow them to discuss and debate how they fit
into their lives.
The workshops, including follow-up visits, were
conducted in Indigenous Fijian villages and
Indo-Fijian communities in the three target
provinces of Tailevu, Naitasiri and Ra. The team
conducted a total of 50 workshops in 2009,
against a planned number of 40.

Challenges
After the abrogation of Fiji’s 1997 Constitution
on April 10 2009 and the introduction of

Women from Sawani village (off

Princess Road), participate at a

workshop in October 2009.

These young men discuss conceptsat a workshop in Naluwai Village,Naitasiri Province in October 2009.

emergency regulations, CCF had to apply for
permits to conduct each workshop.
Consequently, several workshops for May and
June were postponed. Delayed workshops
were however completed in July and August.
Following the abrogation of the 1997
Constitution, the team had to cease using the
education module aimed at improving the
understanding of that constitution. In the latter
half of 2009, CCF found it easier to obtain
permits as facilitative relationships were built
with local authorities.
CCF’s education programme saw an increased
positive response from various communities,
especially within Indigenous Fijian
communities. This growth in demand
encouraged CCF to expand the number of
workshops, exceeding the planned number for
the year.
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1.1 Table: Community Education Workshops 2009

  1. Tovata, Naitasiri 20 11 31 _
  2. Waila Indo-Fijian _ 33  _ 33
  3. Nabilo Indo-Fijian, Korovou _ 20 _ 20
  4. Kalabu, Naitasiri 10 19 29 _
  5. Tacirua, Naitasiri 18 2 20 _
  6. Nausori Indo- Fijian, Tailevu _ 22 2 20
  7. Vuci Indo-Fijian, Tailevu 1 29 7 23
  8. Deepwater Indo-Fijian, Tailevu _ 16 4 12
  9. Naganivatu, Naitasiri 21 14 35 _
 10. Nasautoka, Wainibuka, Tailevu 27 12 39 _
 11. Soa, Ra 28 11 39 _
 12. Vatukacevaceva, Ra 20 19 39 _
 13. Navolau No. 2, Ra 9 28 37 _
 14. Nokonoko, Ra 11 28 39 _
 15. Wainawaqa, Naitasiri 36 4 40 _
 16. Nailega, Wainibuka, Tailevu 25 13 38 _
 17. Vuniniudrovu, Naitasiri 20 30 50 _
 18. Navuso, Naitasiri 18 18 36 _
 19. Namoka, Wainibuka, Tailevu 18 16 34 _
 20. Naveicovatu,Wainibuka,Tailevu 30 18 48 _
 21. Wailotua, Wainibuka, Tailevu 26 13 39 _
 22. Nananu, Naiyalayala, Ra 19 19 38 _
 23. Vatusekiyasawa, Ra 16 29 45 _
 24. Drauniivi, Ra 17 18 35 _
 25. Naivicula, Wainibuka, Tailevu 34 21 55 _
 26. Kasavu, Naitasiri 20 19 39 _
 27. Verata, Wailevu, Tailevu 20 21 41 _
 28. Natila, Bau, Tailevu 18 20 38 _
 29. Nayavu, Wainibuka, Tailevu 10 20 30 _
 30. Bucalevu, Ra 34 21 55 _
 31. Tonia, Tailevu 27 16 43 _
 32. Vunitogoloa, Ra 14 25 39 _
 33. Rabulu, Ra 22 28 50 _
 34. Navutulevu, Ra 32 6 38 _
 35. Naluwai, Naitasiri 23 15 38 _
 36. Nabaitavo, Naitasiri 47 5 52 _
 37. Natavea, Naitasiri 26 26 52 _
 38. Namuaimada, Ra 23 19 42 _
 39. Naivunivuni, Ra 21 30 51 _
 40. Malake, Ra 18 5 23 _
 41. Sawani Indo-Fijian Community 5 25 _ 30
 42. Delaidogo Settlement 18 16 34 _
       Wainibuku, Naitasiri
 43. Sawanikula, Naitasiri 41 26 67 _
 44. Vunidakua Settlement, 18 16 34 _
      Cunningham, Naitasiri
 45. Nasavu, Naitasiri 16 35 51 _
 46. Gusuisavu, Naitasiri 20 23 43 _
 47. Naqara, Naitasiri 30 9 39
 48. Muainaweni Indo-Fijian 11 15 1 25
 49. Viria, Naitasiri 35 15 50 _
 50. Taulevu, Naitasiri 31 21 52 _
     TOTAL     TOTAL     TOTAL     TOTAL     TOTAL 10041004100410041004 940940940940940 17811781178117811781 163163163163163

  Vil lage/Community  Vil lage/Community  Vil lage/Community  Vil lage/Community  Vil lage/Community MaleMaleMaleMaleMale FemaleFemaleFemaleFemaleFemale Fi j ianFi j ianFi j ianFi j ianFi j ian Indo-Fi j ianIndo-Fi j ianIndo-Fi j ianIndo-Fi j ianIndo-Fi j ian OthersOthersOthersOthersOthers
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2. Community Leaders Conference

These are one-day workshops conducted with
community and provincial leaders in the three
target provinces - Tailevu, Naitasiri and Ra. The
conference introduces community leaders to
CCF’s planned programme and provides them
with an understanding of good governance,
citizenship and human rights.
The four planned workshops for 2009 were
successfully completed with participation from
Indigenous Fijian village chiefs, district and
provincial leaders and other community leaders.
However, there was a low attendance from
Indo-Fijian community leaders.
There was a strong interest in CCF’s education
programme and the conferences spurred
stronger desire to have CCF’s training  in their
communities.

Community leaders at a workshop

in Nukuloa, Ra province.

3. School Curriculum Review

This is an ongoing activity of the CCF Education
Team working with the Curriculum Develop-
ment Unit of the Ministry of Education, to
develop civic education in schools through the
training of teachers in civic education skills.
The team attended a workshop for classes Five
and Six teachers for Suva-Nausori schools on 3-

4 August, and for Western schools in Lautoka
from 6-7 August to assess trial resource
materials.
These workshops were organized by the
Ministry of Education Citizenship Education
Project.

4. Capacity Building for NGO and CBO

Participants at the Capacity BuildingWorkshop for NGOs held in RakirakiTown, 18-19 December 2009.

Small community-based organisations (CBOs)
and non-government organisations (NGOs) in
the target provinces Ra, Naitasiri and Tailevu,
benefited from three Capacity Building work-
shops conducted by CCF.
Through the two-day workshops, participants
from local NGOs and CBOs acquired a good
understanding of the political and legal mean-
ing of citizenship, human rights and good
governance - an understanding that they can
now apply in their own work.

Citizens’ Constitutional Forum Annual Report 2009Citizens’ Constitutional Forum Annual Report 2009Citizens’ Constitutional Forum Annual Report 2009Citizens’ Constitutional Forum Annual Report 2009Citizens’ Constitutional Forum Annual Report 2009 33333



5. Radio Plays

The main objective of CCF’s EED-funded radio play
project was to educate ordinary people about
human rights. CCF’s second radio play titled “The
Looting” was on the theme of racism – to educate
people not to discriminate, to educate on human
rights, and a reminder of the harmful events in
Fiji that have resulted from racist behaviour.  A
fictional radio play was created based on true acts
of terrorising, looting and destruction of property
of some Indo-Fijian families living in Muaniweni
in May 2000 by fellow ethnic Fijians.
These events
occurred in the
aftermath of the May
19 2000 civilian coup.
Building a non-racist
society is a core
founding aim of CCF.

The play has five scenes
with nine major and five
minor voice characters. It
also has a sixth scene in
which the narrator informs
the audience of human r i g h t s
articles relevant to this play
and advises  on actions they can

take to educate people so that racist acts can be
prevented and eradicated.

“The Looting” hit local airwaves in March 2009
with the first broadcast of the English version
on the Fiji Broadcasting Corporation Limited’s
(FBCL) radio station, Radio Fiji Gold (100.4FM) on
Sunday, 15 March 2009 at 2pm. The play was
re-aired on 2dayFM. The Hindi version of the
play was aired on FBCL’s Radio Mirchi and Radio
Fiji Two in April 2009. The Fijian version was
aired on FBCL’s BulaFM and Radio Fiji One in

April 2009. All three versions were re-aired on
FBCL stations in July.
The play was also broadcast once on the Hindi
(Radio Navtarang) and Fijian (Viti FM) radio
stations of Communications Fiji Limited.
The scripts for the English and Fijian versions of
“The Looting” were written by Mosmi Bhim.
The Fijian translation of “The Looting” was done
by Marian Dakunivosa. Recording and editing
of the radio play was by ReelTime.
The English and Fijian versions were followed
with a talk back session with Rev Akuila Yabaki,
and the Hindi version was followed by a talk
back session with Mosmi Bhim.

Actors at the recording for “The
Looting” at ReelTime.

6. Talkback Radio Programmes

A 30-minute radio talk back session was con-
ducted on 14th September 2009 on the topic of
CERD at FBCL’s Radio Fiji Gold station in the
English language. Rev Akuila Yabaki was the
guest.
The second radio talk back session was sched-

uled for November 2009 but was postponed
due to the lack of availability of free talk back
slots.
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7. Radio Advertisements on Human Rights and Multiculturalism

CCF aired a number of 30-45 seconds radio
advertisements to educate the public on good
governance, human rights and multiculturalism
issues and concepts. These were aired in the
three languages - English, Fijian and Hindi,
over a one-month period.
From 18-21 September, radio advertisements to
commemorate September 21 - The
International Day of Peace, were played in the

three languages on FBCL and Communications
Fiji Limited radio stations.
For the first three weeks in December, radio
advertisements to commemorate December 10
- International Human Rights Day, were played
in the three languages on FBCL radio stations
on the theme: ‘Human Rights come with
responsibilities’.
Radio has the largest reach of audience in Fiji.

8. Television Advertisements on Human Rights

Television advertisements on the 30 human
rights articles of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights (UDHR) were produced by the
UNDP’s Regional Rights Resource Team (RRRT)
a number of years ago. The advertisements
educate the general population on human
rights and are 30-45 seconds duration for each
UDHR article. Different organisations sponsor
the airing of the advertisements according to its
relevance to their work.
CCF sponsored the airing of the advertisements

on Article 2: The Right to be Free from Discrimi-
nation, and Article 18: Freedom of Thought,
Conscience and Religion, to promote freedom
from discrimination and to promote religious
and ethnic tolerance. The advertisements were
broadcast at prime time from 9-13 December
2009 and from 24 December 2009 -1 January
2010. CCF was given complimentary bonus
spots for airing of these educational ads. A
significant percent of Fiji’s population have
access to television.

9. Quarterly CCF Newsletter

CCF produced four of its high-quality
quarterly newsletter - Tutaka, in January,
May, July and October 2009.
Tutaka has articles on key activities of the
organisation, features and opinion columns
as well as recent media statements on
current political issues.
1000 hard copies per issue were printed
and distributed to participants at education
workshops, at CCF events and to the
general public in Suva. Up to 500 people
from local, regional and international areas
receive Tutaka electronically in PDF format.
These include professional acquaintances
such as members of CSOs, NGOs, donor
organisations, libraries, universities,
diplomatic bodies, as well as friends and
supporters of CCF.
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10. Newspaper Supplements

CCF published two full-page A3 size educa-
tional supplements and a calendar on themes
relating to multiculturalism and human rights in
2009.
A  supplement on ‘Religious tolerance as a
foundation for peace’ was published on 29
August 2009 in the Fiji Times and on 5
September 2009 in the Fiji Sun newspapers. A

supplement on ‘Dialogue is necessary for
change’ was published in the Fiji Times and Fiji
Sun on 31 October 2009.
A supplement on the theme ‘Human rights
come with responsilities’ was published in the
form of an A3 size full-colour calendar for 2010,
and was distributed as a lift-out insert in the Fiji
Times on 19 December 2009.

11. Website Redesign

The CCF website was given a ‘face-lift’ during
the year, making the front-page more attractive
as well as making it easier to search for
information. The Menu titles and sub-heading
contents were re-organised and the design
was made more interactive for users.
New features include:
• a flash banner with changing photos;
• conversion boxes on the left-hand side on
the programme implementation areas of Media
Advocacy, Education, Youth and Legal;
• provision for a changeable main-page photo
and caption;

• staff contacts page and an easy-to-update
photo gallery.
The CCF website plays a vital role in the
organisation’s ability to inform people locally
and internationally. In addition to general
information about CCF, the website has
information on the current programme, future
plans, and recently completed actitivities.
Media releases, newsletters, articles, legal and
formal submissions, brochures, newspaper
supplements, judgments and other publications
are available of the website which is updated
on a continuous basis.
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12. Advice Service

This service in carried out by the CEO and
senior staff members as an assisting acitivity to
members of the general public.
This advice service provides individuals with
information on how democracy, democratic
institutions and human rights relates to their
individual issues.

It provides individuals a place to air their
problems and receive advice on issues related
to human rights. In some instances, this activity
has contributed to facilitating dialogue, building
relationships, and increasing knowledge of
legal and and social processes and options.

International Human Rights Day
13. Other Supporting Activities

CCF staff carry a banner highlighting

the different human rights articles,

during the march.

Traffic in main the main street of Suvacame to a halt as members of theNGOCHR and supporters, marchedfor human rights.

A march was organized by the NGO Coalition
on Human Rights to commemorate 10 Decem-
ber - International Human Rights Day. CCF
participated in this march with other NGOs,
community groups and individuals.
CCF painted a banner highlighting the differ-
ent human rights articles, as the permit for the
march prohibited carrying of placards.
Organisations assembled for the march in front
of the Flea Market on Rodwell Road, Suva. The
march commenced at 9.30am and moved
through the main streets of Suva. Marchers
then assembled at the Peace Park at the Suva
Civic Centre to hear speeches and share
refreshments.

In addition to the march, CCF sponsored the
airing of radio and television advertisements on
human rights, and participated in a poetry
reading night on human rights organised by
the NGOCHR in conjunction with the Pacific
Writing Forum (PWF) of the University of the
South Pacific, Suva, Fiji.

Citizens’ Constitutional Forum Annual Report 2009Citizens’ Constitutional Forum Annual Report 2009Citizens’ Constitutional Forum Annual Report 2009Citizens’ Constitutional Forum Annual Report 2009Citizens’ Constitutional Forum Annual Report 2009 77777



PILLAR TWO: Facilitating a Pathway to Sustainable Democracy
1. National Budget Advocacy

Participants at the workshop in
Somosomo, Taveuni Island, pose
with their certificates.

Director of Social Welfare, MsElisapeci Rokotunidau presents acertificate to a participant in Sigatoka.

In 2009, CCF conducted four workshops on the
national budget. The 2-day workshops educate
on the national budget process, definitions,
budget monitoring, governance in public
finance, advocacy methods and tips on writing
a submission to government. In April, one
workshop was conducted in Korovou and one
in Sigatoka. Another workshop was conducted
in Navua in July, and one in Taveuni in Au-
gust.
During one session of the workshop, partici-
pants identify their priority needs and make
recommendations on how these can be ad-
dressed. These are then compiled into a com-
munity submission and sent to the Ministry of
Finance by CCF. The submissions assist commu-
nities in getting their views across to the gov-
ernment. Needs from the three areas Korovou,
Sigatoka and Navua, as well as special concerns

regarding governance issues by CCF, were
sent in a submission to the Ministry in July
2009.
Participants receive a Certificate of Participation
after attending both days of the workshop. The
low number of Indo-Fijian participants has been
identified as a concern. In remoter areas such
as Korovou and Taveuni, knowledge on terms
related to the budget was very poor among
participants.
Participants from other rural areas also tended
to have a low level of knowledge, which
highlights the importance of CCF continuing to
conduct these educational activities.
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2. Media Advocacy

CCF does continuous advocacy on issues
effecting Fiji, on predominant themes
including:
• supporting efforts towards national

reconciliation and a return to democracy;
• condemning attacks on freedom of the

media and the judiciary;
• promoting accountability and transparency

and denouncing corrupt activity;
• condemning racism and sacrilege, as well as

promoting multiculturalism and religious
tolerance;

• promoting respect for human rights and the
rule of law and denouncing violations.

CCF sent out 37 Media Releases in 2009 and
was quoted 194 times in the media. This
includes local and international news services,
other official websites, and blogs.
The local media in Fiji has been heavily
censored since April 11 2009, due to the
imposition of Public Emergency Regulations
(PER) since the abrogation of Fiji’s 1997
Constitution on 10 April 2009. For this reason,
media releases sent by CCF since 15 April 2009
have not been published by the Fiji-based
media organisations.

A new strategy was adopted by CCF in May,
whereby media releases were circulated to
overseas media contacts through email
distribution lists, asking people to forward to
their contacts. This strategy has worked and
CCF’s releases were published on a number of
overseas news services and blog sites, including
news services such as the Pacific Media Watch
and Pacific Scoop.
Two Fijilive journalists were arrested on May 9
2009 for attempting to publish CCF’s media
release on the release on CSOs of six policeman
and a soldier convicted of manslaughter.
Finally, in September 2009, two of CCF’s media
releases was quoted at least four times in the
media. It appeared that the censorship was
relaxed slightly towards the end of September
2009. CCF was also quoted a few times in the
local media for International Peace Day events
in September 2009 and International Human
Rights Day events in December 2009. For these
events, CCF issued mildly worded media
releases which the censors allowed to be
published.

3. International Advocacy

International advocacy involves the participation
of CCF in special lectures, seminars or
conferences to gain international attention to
CCF’s message on key issues.
The listeners gain a greater understanding of
CCF and the situation in Fiji.
In 2009, CCF CEO Rev Akuila Yabaki spoke at a
special lecture on 20 July on the topic
“Breaking the Cycle of Coups in Fiji” at the
University of Queensland, Brisbane, Australia.
Rev Yabaki was also invited to present a paper at
the 2009 Pacific Islands Political Science
Association (PIPSA) Conference on 3-4
December 2009 in Auckland, New Zealand.
The paper was titled ‘From Paramountcy to
Equality: Constitutionalism, Dialogue & Ethno-
Political Conflict in Fiji’.
Both events received wide coverage in
overseas media and generated discussion
programmes regarding Fiji’s situation and
possible solutions. Since the imposition of the

Rev Akuila Yabaki speaking at the

University of Queensland in Brisbane.
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4. Submission to International Institutions

4.1 Submission to UPR4.1 Submission to UPR4.1 Submission to UPR4.1 Submission to UPR4.1 Submission to UPR
CCF made a submission to the United Nations
Universal Periodic Review (UPR) of Fiji, in
August 2009. The UPR is a new process where
each country is reviewed by the UN against
international human rights standards and UN
conventions.
CCF’s shadow submission dealt with recent
human rights issues in Fiji including the
removal of constitutional protections of human
rights, the impact of Public Emergency
Regulations, independence of the judiciary,
racial and religious discrimination and the
limited ability to participate in government.
CCF supported other NGOs submissions which
highlighted human rights concerns and has

been doing continuous advocacy to the Fiji
government and other stakeholders for its
outcomes.
The submission received a positive response
from other NGOs. Lobbying for the UPR is on-
going.

4.2 Submission to Australian Sub-4.2 Submission to Australian Sub-4.2 Submission to Australian Sub-4.2 Submission to Australian Sub-4.2 Submission to Australian Sub-
Committee on Regional Human RightsCommittee on Regional Human RightsCommittee on Regional Human RightsCommittee on Regional Human RightsCommittee on Regional Human Rights
Mechanism for the Pacif icMechanism for the Pacif icMechanism for the Pacif icMechanism for the Pacif icMechanism for the Pacif ic
The submission was sent to the committee on
the 27th of July and was completed in consulta-
tion with other members of the NGO Coalition
on Human Rights.

5. Other Supporting Activities
5.1 Qarase v Bainimarama Court of Appeal Case

The appellant former PM
Laisenia Qarase (middle).

Justices of Appeal from left: Ian
Lloyd, presiding judge Randall
Powell, and Francis Douglas.

QC Dr Melissa Perry (right) andassisting lawyers.

Former Prime Minister Qarase challenged the
legality of the 5 December 2006 coup. In
October 2008, the High Court held that the
coup was legal and that the President had the

power to ratify the actions Commodore Voreqe
Bainimarama took to remove the elected
Qarase government.
CCF participated in the appeal of this court case
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as ‘amicus curiae’ (friend of the court) with
emphasis on long-term constitutional implica-
tions.
CCF was successful in protecting the legal
understanding of the powers of the president,
when the Court of Appeal ruled on April 9 2009,
that the prerogative powers of the Head of State
to act in a crisis did not continue to exist after the
enactment of the 1997 Constitution. The
judgment is relevant as case law for
Commonwealth countries.

Unfortunately, the ruling against the interim
government led to the abrogation of  Fiji’s 1997
Constitution on 10 April 2010 and the imposition
of Public Emergency Regulations.
Queen’s Counsel Dr Melissa Perry and Junior
Counsel Nicola McGarrity represented CCF. CCF
was also represented by Ms Tupou Draunidalo.
The lawyers were assisted by CCF legal officer Ms
Kate Schuetze.

5.2 Annual Retreat

The CCF Annual Retreat was held from 21-23
August 2009 at The Lagoon resort in Pacific
Harbour. The retreat was moved forward from
November to August, as one of the main
activities this year was a detailed review of CCF’s
programme.
The review was essential as the work
environment and outcomes for key programme

activities had been affected due to the
abrogation of Fiji’s 1997 Constitution and the
imposition of Public Emergency Regulations.
The retreat gave CCF staff, Board of Directors
and Steering Committee members time for
reflection and strategizing.

5.3 Team Building

CCF staff hiked through a forest and
marsh land, to reach a waterfall, as
part of a team building exercise.

As part of team building activities, CCF organises
yearly get togethers where all staff spend a day
away from the office. In 2009, the activities
included a hike through a forest to reach a
waterfall.
After a waterfall tour, the team hiked through
marsh land to reach a river, and were taken
back to the main road through a boat ride in
the forest. After lunch, a one-hour team build-
ing exercise called ‘Blind-fold Soccer’ was
conducted by CCF’s Communications and
Advocacy Officer.
The activities were conducted on 27 November
at the Uprising Resort in Pacific Harbour.
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PILLAR 3: Countering Racism and Promoting Multiculturalism
1. Short Film on Racism / Multiculturalism

Work on the production of a short film on
racism / multiculturalism within the Fiji context
began in October 2009.
The contract for production of a 30minute film
was awarded to the Media Centre of the

Secretariat of the Pacific Commununity (SPC).
The script, written by Director of the film, Larry
Thomas, was finalised in December 2009.
Production of the film is expected to commence
in early 2010.

2. School Essay Competition

Litiana Romarakiwai (left) receives acheque of $100 for her winning essay.

CCF conducted an essay writing competition
for school students in one specific target area -
Naitasiri province, on the theme of promoting
multiculturalism in Fiji.
The topic for the essay was ‘Why we should
promote Multiculturalism in Fiji’.
Class 7 student Litiana Romarakiwai, received
$100 for her winning essay and her school -
Naduruloulou Fijian School, also received $100.
Naboro Sawanikula Primary School, the second
participating school, received a cheque of $50.
The cheques were presented by CCF
Education Support Officer Bulutani Matai
(pictured right). The competition was organised
in partnership with the Curriculum
Development Unit of Fiji’s Ministry of Education.
Participation from the 42 primary schools in the
Naitasiri province, was disappointing.
This activity was difficult to conduct for a few
reasons, including:
• problems getting cooperation and

information from the Ministry of Education.

• the retirement of numerous head teachers
caused problems in maintaining contact with
schools.

Lessons from this year’s competition will be
collated and used for next year.

3. Youth Consultation and Citizenship Workshop

The CCF’s first Citizenship Workshop for youth
was held on 9 October 2009 at the Fiji
Teachers Union (FTU) Hall, Berry Road, Suva.
The workshop was designed as an introduction
to CCF’s youth programme through feedback
on the programme from youth. The workshop
enabled CCF to strengthen and expand its
youth network.
Participants came from youth groups from the
three target provinces, religious organisations,

Ministry of Youth and other CSO youth groups.
The Citizenship Workshop was an introduction
to the planned activities of the Youth
Programme, in educating and advocating for
citizenship and multiculturalism to young
people at community, provincial and religious
levels.
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4. Other Supporting Activities
4.1 People for Intercultural Awareness

CCF sponsored the ‘People for Intercultural
Awareness’  (PIA) network workshop, held from
4-5 May 2009 in Suva, and from 4-7 December
2009 in Labasa.
The workshop facilitated people from different
cultures to come together to share their
cultures and views.

Participants came from religious, cultural groups
and local NGOs in Fiji.
The goal of the workshop was achieved
through the bringing together of people from
different races, religion, gender and ages, for
better intercultural awareness and
understanding.

4.2 International Day for Elimination of Racial Discrimination

4.2.1 Film Night4.2.1 Film Night4.2.1 Film Night4.2.1 Film Night4.2.1 Film Night
A film night was organized by CCF on 26 March
2009 to commemorate March 21 - the Interna-
tional Day for Elimination of Racial Discrimina-
tion. The film ‘Sampari’ was screened at the
Civic Centre to an audience of more than 80
people including representatives from local and
regional NGOs, embassies, students and indi-
viduals from Pacific island countries. Sampari -
the morning star - is the name of the
indepence flag of West Papua, a region that
remains a colony of Indonesia. The movie is
about the tireless lobbying by Victor Kaisiepo to
the United Nations in New York for the
achievement of self determination by West
Papua.
Friends and family of CCF staff and people from
more than 10 organizations were present with
two embassies represented. The audience
responded positively to the content of the film.

4.2.2 Anti-Racism Media Campaign4.2.2 Anti-Racism Media Campaign4.2.2 Anti-Racism Media Campaign4.2.2 Anti-Racism Media Campaign4.2.2 Anti-Racism Media Campaign
As part of the educational activities against
racims, CCF carried out an Anti-Racism Media
Campaign.

Radio advertisements in three languages -
English, Fijian and Hindi, were aired on Fiji
Broadcasting Corporation Limited and
Communications Fiji Limited radio stations. The
advertisements educated on the Right to
Equality and the Right to be free from
Discrimination, and why taking action against
racism was important.
Half-page newspaper advertisements were
placed in the Fiji Times and Fiji Sun, educating
people on the non-discrimination philosophy of
the Universal Declaration on Human Rights
(UDHR), and on the CERD Convention. People
were advised on actions they could take to
reduce racism.
CCF also sponsored the airing of the television
advertisements produced by the Regional
Rights Resource Team, on Fiji One Television.
The advertisements were on UDHR Article 2 -
Freedom from Discrimination, and UDHR
Article 18 - Freedom of Thought, Conscience
and Religion.

4.3 International Day of Peace

The International Day of Peace was celebrated
on 21 September by CCF through a range of
activities including the lighting of candles for
peace. Messages on peace were disseminated
in the media by CCF. Staff and guests, including
NGOs, joined the world to commemorate the
day at the CCF office. CEO Rev Yabaki and CCF

Chair Tessa Mackenzie spoke on peace at the
event. Guests also took part in singing peace
songs and refreshments.
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Edwina Kotoisuva from the Fiji Women’s Crisis

Centre (left) Ms Mackenzie and Rev Yabaki, hold

the peace candles during the celebrations.

4.4 Sponsorship: Peace Unplugged Concert

CCF sponsored the ‘Peace Unplugged
Concert’, which was organised by the
University of the South Pacific’s (USP) student
radio station Radio Pasifik Triple 8 FM.
The concert was held at USP’s AusAID Lecture
Theatre, Laucala Campus, Suva on 25
September 2009 to commemorate the
International Day of Peace. Peace was
portrayed in the form of music, acoustic,
creative performance and poetry.

The three-hour concert featured over 25
artistes from various backgrounds, including
community and professional performers
comprising musicians - acoustic solo or group,
poets and theatre groups.
CCF sponsored the ‘Peace Unplugged Concert’
volunteers’ t-shirts, the event itself, as well as
prizes to audience members for answering
questions relating to peace. More than 250
people watched the concert.

4.5 Production of Brochures

A new version of the ‘What is CCF?’ brochure
was compiled by the Communications team
and was sent for printing in December 2009
after finalising of design.
A new version of the ‘Guidelines for Religious
Tolerance’ brochure was also prepared and

sent for design. The brochures are in the
English, Fijian and Hindi languages.
The printed brochures should be ready in early
2010.

4.6 Wasawasa Festival

CCF, in partnership with the Fiji Arts Council, set
up an interactive arts tent at the ‘Wasawasa
Festival of Oceans’ held from 19-28 November
2009 at the Albert Park in Suva. The festival
coincided with the South Pacific Pageant.

Experienced and amateur artists, as well as
sculptors, handicraft and curio makers from the
Pacific, exhibited their work at a large tent put
up in the centre of the Park by the Fiji Arts
Council.
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The CCF Art Booth was set up for three days
and was on the theme ‘Peace and
Multiculturalism through Arts’.
Many school students painted on the theme at
the CCF booth. That school children considered

Children display the paintingscreated at the CCF Art Booth.

Experienced artists used their spare

time to paint this mural on peace.

peace as being similar to nature was evident in
their paintings. Experienced artists were also
inspired by the theme, and painted a large
mural on a theme of peace.

Conclusion
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It is evident from this report that CCF completed
a diverse range of activities during this particular
year, comprising of: community education
workshops, capacity building for leaders and
NGOs, a public march, televisions and radio
advertisements, newsletters, supplements, radio
plays, workshops and creative activities through
the new youth programme, and local and
international advocacy through seminars and
submissions.
CCF undertook activities to commemorate the
International Day for Elimination of Racial
Discrimination, as well as the International Day
of Peace. The Qarase v Bainimarama Court of
Appeal case stands out as one having signifi-
cance as case law for Commonwealth countries.
But more important are the activities that pro-

vided the interactive dialogue with leaders and
ordinary citizens in conferences and community
education workshops. All of our activities are
designed to achieve the CCF goal of educating
and advocating for good governance, human
rights and multiculturalism in Fiji.

Once again, we extend our gratitude to our
donors, both national and international, for their
continuing support. We would not have been
able to carry out these activities without their
assistance. We value the trust that they have
placed in CCF over the years and in particular,
at critical moments in Fiji’s history. This trust and
support has helped us work within Fiji’s chang-
ing political landscape.

Akuila Yabaki, CEO



Publications

NewslettersNewslettersNewslettersNewslettersNewsletters
- Tutaka, Volume 3, Issue 1, January 2009
- Tutaka, Volume 3, Issue 2, May 2009
- Tutaka, Volume 3, Issue 3, July 2009
- Tutaka, Volume 3, Issue 4, October

Citizens’ Constitutional Forum 2008 Annual
Report

“The Looting” Radio Play on audio CD. Theme:
Human rights, racial discrimination. Available in
the English, Hindi and Fijian language versions
on the same CD.

Citizens’ Constitutional Forum folders

Brochure - ‘Guidelines on Religious Tolerance’

Visitors to CCF
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1. Shaun Cleary, British High Commission, Suva
2. Erin Maher & Sarah Robert, Australian High
Commission, Suva
3. Ropate Sivo, CAMV Party, Suva
4. Tracy John, Australian Volunteers Interna
tional
5. F.X.B. Guritno, Indonesian Embassy, Suva
6. I. Vunisuwai, Methodist Church, Suva
7. Nicole McGarrity, University of New South
Wales, Sydney
8. Melissa Perry, Sixth Floor Wentworth Cham-
bers, Sydney
9. Steve Pearce, Methodist Church, Britain
10. Ulla Kroog, EED, Papua New Guinea
11. Rae Julian, NZAid Consultant
12. Dr Konrad V. Bonin, Germany
13. Heiner Krauss, EED, Germany
14. Peter Thomson, Sydney
15. Tanya Smith, OHCHR, Suva
16. Hoiore Celine, Tahiti
17. Gregor Henderson, Australia
18. Kerry Enright, Uniting World, Sydney
19. Ayusa Koshi, University of Tsukuba, Japan

20. Richard Herr, University of Tasmania
21. Paul Kreutzer, US Embassy, Suva
22. J. Gunaivalu & Tomu Nawani, Fiji Solomon
Islands Association
23. Pradip Thomas, University of Queensland
24. K. Tubb, London
25. Ritva Sallmen, EU Delegation, Suva
26. Anu Mundbir, South Brighton
27. Prof Elisabeth Porter, University of South
Australia
28. Nic Maclellan, Victoria, Australia
29. Stephen Henningham, Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade, Australia
30. Claire Scott, Australian, High Commission,
Suva
31. Josef Sayer, Misereor, Germany
32. Jessica Chosbro, US Embassy, Suva
33. Fiona Ramsay & Rosalba Tuseo, EU Delega-
tion, Suva
34. Lai Wainikesa, Counsellor, University of the
South Pacific, Suva
35. Laisenia Qarase, Former Prime Minister,
Suva, Fiji
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2009 Annual Report

Citizens’ Constitutional Forum Ltd (CCF)
23 Denison Road, Suva, Fiji

PO Box 12584, Suva, Fiji
Ph: (679) 3308379, Fax: (679) 3308380

Email: ccf@kidanet.net.fj
Website: www.ccf.org.fj

 

The CCF is a non-government organisation  
that educates and advocates for good governance,  

human rights and multiculturalism in Fiji. 

We are not aligned with any political party.


