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This booklet contains a comparative analysis of the Fiji Government Draft Constitu-
tion (GDC) 2013, with the 2012 Draft Constitution by the Yash Ghai Commission and
the 1997 Constitution of Fiji.

The information contained within is intended to provide readers with an informative
\ review of the 2013 GDC, and assist readers with preparation to respond to the Fiji
Government public consultations on the GDC.

Additionally the booklet provides information on the 2012 Draft Constitution by the
Ghai Commission which many Fiji citizens contributed in drafting through approxi-
mately 7000 submissions to the Commission. The 2012 Draft Constitution was
removed by the Fiji Government in Feb 2013 and replace with the GDC.

For a copy of the full analysis report, please contact the Citizens’ Constitutional
Forum.

THE GOVERNMENT
S DRAFT CONSTITUTION:

‘ WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW

Citizens’ Constitutional Forum Limited
23 Denison Road, Suva
GPO Box 12584, Suva, Fiji Islands
Tel:(679) 3308379 Fax:(679) 3308380
Email: ccf@kidanet.net.fj
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PREAMBLE

The 1997 Constitution, and the 2012 draft, provides examples of preambles that 2 0 1 2 D raft I re a m b I e

set out visionary statements, intended to be inspirational and to highlight
principles.

Amongst the principles that could have been expected to be emphasised in any

2013 Constitution would have been the non-negotiable principles in the Fiji
Constitutional Process Decree 2012.

PLEASE MAKE YOUR OWN COMPARISONS.

1997 Preamble

2013 Government Draft
Constitution Preamble

Everyone/has the rightto take part inthe governmentiof his country; directly or through'freely chosen representatives.
Everyone has the right to equal access to public'service in his.country.

-@- The will of the people shall be'the basis of'the authority‘'of government; this will shall'lbe expressed in periodic'and genuine elections which shall be by universal and '@'
equal suffrage and shall be held by secret vote or by equivalent free voting procedures.
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The GDC :
(Articles 1-5 similar to 1997)

NOTE

(1997 acknowl
edges English, Fijian and Indo-Fijian as the official languages)

The GDC:

new socio-economic rights:
Significant Limitation of rights by Passed by Law:
The right to life

Parliaments and Senate

1970|1990 ____|1997 2012 Draft_| 2013 Draft

52 Member 70 Member 71 member 71 member 45 member
Lower house Lower House Lower house Lower house Parliament
22 members 34 member 32 member National No Senate
Senate Senate People’s
Assembly
22 Fijian 37 Fijian 23 Fijian Non Communal Non Communal
22 Indian 27 Indian 19 Indian allocation Allocation
8 Others 1 Rotuman 1 Rotuman
5 Others 3 Others
Governor President President President President

Attorney General who determines whether it should

General
proceed further or not.

bvernment of
ght to equal access to public service in his ‘country.

The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of government; this will'shall be expressed in periodica@and genuine elections which shall be by universal and _@_
equal suffrage and shall be held by secret vote or by equivalent free voting procedures.
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The GDC Says: The GDC Says:

The GDC Says:

Everyone has the right to take part in tFgg
freely chosen representatives.

Everyone has the right to equal access to public service in his cdl
I

The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of government; this will shall'be expressedin perlodlcé'i

equal suffrage and shall be held by secret vote or by equivalent free voting procedures.
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Freedom of Information

The GDC Says:

The GDC Says:

The GDC Says:

Accountability and Transparency Commission

The GDC Says:

Conditions

Everyone has the right to take partin the government of his country, directly or through freely. chosenrepresentatives.

Everyone has the right to equal access to public service in his country.

equal suffrage and shall be held by secret vote or by equivalent free voting procedures.
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The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of government; this will shall'be'expressed in‘periodic and genuine elections which shall be by universal and _@_
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The GDC Says:

The GDC Says:

What is a Referendum?

A referendum is one type of direct democratic
system that allows citizens to directly decide
important issues (looking a yes or no
position) facing a nation and that supple-
ments the indirect democratic system in
which the representatives of citizens run a
nation. It is decided by Vote and is led by a
Referendums Commission or a body of the
same, and in some cases by the Constitu-
tional appointed bodies like the Elections
Commission. Based on the registered Voter
rolls.

Everyone has the right to take partin the government of his country, directly orthrough freely. chosen representatives.
Everyone has the right to equal access to public service in his country.

The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of government; this will shall'be expressed in periodic and genuine elections which shall be by universal and
equal suffrage and shall be held by secret vote or by equivalent free voting procedures. '@'

I e



® BN B EE]

Why Should you be involved?

The GDC Says: ARTICLE 21 OF THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN
RIGHTS STATES:

A tability and T
L Everyone has the right to take part in the government of

his country, directly or through freely chosen represen-
tatives.

Electoral

FICAC

Human Rights and Anti-Discrimination Everyone has the right to equal access to public service

in his country.

The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority
of government; this will shall be expressed in periodic
and genuine elections which shall be by universal and
equal suffrage and shall be held by secret vote or by
equivalent free voting procedures.

Independent Legal Services:
Judicial Services:
Court of Appeal

Mercy
Public Service

WHERE TO SEND YOUR SUBMISSIONS:

Chief Justice and President of the Court of Appeal
By Mail: Send your feedback to the Office of the Solicitor General

President: Level 7 Suvavou House, Victoria Parade, Suva

P O Box 2213 Government Buildings Suva
Fax: +679 3305421

Auditor General

Commissioner of Corrections By Email: Email your feedback to feedback.fiji.cons@gmail.com

Commissioner of Police By SMS: Text your feedback to 02. This service is available to both Digicel
DPP and Vodafone customers at 5 cents a text.

Governor of the Reserve Bank of Fiji On Facebook: Post your feedback on Facebook. Look for the “Constitution” tab

Secretary-General to Parliament on the Ministry of Information’s Facebook page.

Solicitor General

You can also share your submissions with CCF
fijiconstitution1@gmail.com

Supervisor of Elections

Everyone has the right to take part in the government of his country, directly or through freely. chosen representatives.
Everyone has the right to equal access to public service in his country.

The will of the people shall be the basis of the authority of government; this will shall'be’expressed in‘periodic and genuine elections which shall be by universal and
@' equal suffrage and shall be held by secret vote or by equivalent free voting procedures. '@'
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